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Skin Cancer PBL: Scene 1 | 07/28/07


PBL: Scene 1

Emily, a freshman at Emory University, has just returned to her room from swimming in the outdoor pool at the gymnasium.  She has been spending a lot of time outside since she started college in the fall. She sunbathes with her friends and swims nearly every day. She feels an itch on her back and checks it out in the mirror in her dorm room. She finds that the mole on her back has changed shape and become discolored. (Show images below: before and after) Her roommate and best friend, Julie, asks her what the problem is and Emily tells her that her mole is giving her trouble. Julie asks her whether this is the first time she noticed something like this. Emily tells her that her mole has never caused any problems before, and she just noticed that it was itching and looked as if it had changed shape. It looks even more prominent because Emily has such pale skin making it easy to notice. Julie tells Emily that her mom is an oncologist and always warns her to be aware of any moles that may change in shape or color. Julie asks Emily whether she ever uses sunscreen when she goes sunbathing, and Emily says she uses it whenever she remembers, but does not worry about it too often. Julie tells Emily that it is wise to get it checked out at the Student Health Center – just as a precaution.
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